Flames threaten the
world’s forests

Why do forests catch fire? CIRCULAR RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CLIMATE CHANGE AND FIRES
1

How do heat waves
influence wildfires?

Climate change, a
driver for fires?

INTERFAITH RAINFOREST INITIATIVE, IRI-COLOMBIA

CAUSES OF WILDFIRES DEVASTATING IMPACT
OF THE FLAMES

They generate carbon dioxide emissions,
which increase the greenhouse effect
and aggravate climate change.

FOREST LOSS DUE TO FIRES IN THE Amazon on alert They pollute water sources and
COLOMBIAN AMAZON (2001-2022) increase the risk of soil erosion.
24.100 ha

They erode the soil and the lack

36.100 ha of infiltration, normally favo.ured
by the presence of vegetation
cover, decreases the formation
of groundwater (water table).

It results in the loss of forests that
will take hundreds of years to recover

HOW THE FIRES ARE and return to their previous state.

GOING IN COLOMBIA

The loss of forest cover in the
headwaters of the basin causes the
disappearance of water sources.

Weakens vegetation making
it vulnerable to attack by
pests and diseases.

They become a threat to the lives,
property, livelihoods and economies
of those who inhabit the forests.

The smoke and particles resulting
from the fire pollute the air and affect
the health of millions of people. °



